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books to find out. From workers and wanderers on The
Road, some of them educated and trained men, he had heard
a good deal about trade unions, socialism and workers'
solidarity, which provided a clue as to where to begin his
search.

He learned at once that modern socialism was only about
seventy years old, so contemporary that it had been born but
a few years before his own mother; he had the feeling that
he was amazingly fortunate to be alive at the very beginning
of the movement, to be almost a charter member. The very
timeliness lent an added zest to his discovery. His next step
was to perceive that economic conditions and not men breed
revolutions. France, the mother of modern socialism, had
revolted against a corrupt and burdensome monarchy only
to find an equally burdensome bourgeoisie strapped to her
back. The coming of machine production brought long
hours, low wages, and cyclical unemployment, and the
condition of the mass of workers became worse than it ever
had been under the profligacies of Louis XIV. and Louis XV.
Another revolution, economic in nature instead of political,
was needed, and from this need arose the Utopian Socialists
who were led to socialism by observing that the few were
surfeited with riches while the many, who worked ceaselessly,
lived in poverty.

He went to the work of Bebeuf, Saint-Simon, Fourier,
and Proudhon, where he found the first recorded attacks on
private property and the first differentiation of the economic
classes; the insistence that the basis of private property was
labour; the demand for the abolition of unearned income
and inheritance of wealth; and the revolutionary conception
that social reform was a function of government. Jack
bought a five-cent brown paper tablet at the stationery store
and in his undisciplined scrawl wrote down the aims of these
pioneers who tried to visualise an industrial society wherein
no man would live off the labour of his fellows, where every
man had to work and work was guaranteed to all. He
noted that although these men had broken ground for
the revolution, they had not been able to provide a mechan-